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OUR SCHOOL VISION
Merimbula Public School aims to provide an 

environment where achieving one’s best is inevitable.

Our school values:

o Responsibility - Doing the right thing at the right time;

o Respect – Treating others how you would like to be treated;

o Resilience – Dealing with life’s challenges and staying positive.



PREPARING  AT  HOME
There are a number of things to plan and organise before school starts.

o Budgeting –

New Costs/Activities (Incursions/Excursions/Items for Class)

o School Uniforms –

Uniforms (& a bag, lunchbox, hat, shoes/runners)

o Voluntary School Contributions –

Voluntary/Support Programs ($45 p/a per child)

o Medical Information/Needs–

Asthma/Anaphylaxis/Emergency Response Plans (& Medications)



Uniform Shop Times 2021:

o Weekdays from 8.30-9am;

o Online store (see handout).

The Uniform Shop will also be open 

for onsite visits in December 

(December 1-11). Please book an 

appointment time via our office on 

(02)64951266, to support us in 

adhering to NSW Health and 

Department of Education COVID-

Safe regulations.

Keep up to date with special 

times/days via our Facebook page.

Our Canteen also sells second-hand 

items for $5 or $10. Please contact 

our office for details.



OUR  TEACHERS
Our 2021 Kindergarten teachers are very 

excited to be supporting your child’s 

transition, and getting to know them.

o KB – Mr Ben Kirk

o KV - Ms Jodi Vaughan (top)

o KS – Mrs Jenni Smith (bottom picture)

Ms Vanessa Bain will be the Stage 1 

(Year 1&2) and Early Stage 1 (Kindy) 

Leader / Assistant Principal.



ENROLMENT  PROCESS
Thank you for supporting us with enrolling your child 

early. Our enrolment process involves:

o Collecting Information / Enrolment Forms –

Medical, Disability, Education Needs

o Meeting Children/Families – What are your 

hopes/wishes? What are other ways we can 

help?

o Contacting Childcare Centres- Gaining 

educational background



Transition Visits:

Classroom Visits 

• Meeting Buddies, Reading/Drawing 

Activities/Fruit Break

Buddy Passport Tour 

• Principal & Office, Library, Classroom, K-2 

Eating Area/Toilets, Oval & Vege Garden, 

Canteen & Hall) and Singing in 

Classroom/Fruit Break

Buddy Sports and Games, Lunchtime 

Visit/Play, Songs & Passport Completion



o Parent Information Kit:

o Complimentary Library Bag

o Preparing for Kindergarten 

Information

o Learning Resources

o Bus Travel Information
o (Policies and other information are sent out in 

Term 1 and are on our web site).



Prior To School Settings



The Importance of Play

Play assists children to become engaged and 
successful learners.

Play encourages curiosity, problem solving, 
persistence, commitment, cooperation and 
resilience.

Play helps develop language and 
communication skills. 

Play helps develop literacy and numeracy 
skills.



TRAVEL TO AND FROM SCHOOL

o All Kindergarten children (and those from K-2) 

are able to get free bus travel (to/from school). 

There is no minimum distance.

o If you require a bus pass, please complete the 

online application form at: 

transportnsw.info/school-students

o Assisted transport funding can be applied for if 

your child lives beyond walking access to a bus 

stop. See our Administration Staff (Mrs Jackie 

Roberts) for details.

o Our staff put symbols on students’ hands in Term 

1, so that they can be supported in getting to 

the correct line/area: 15=Bus Numbers/P = 

Pick Up/ W= Walking Line



YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS

o Use a permanent laundry marker to
label clothes, hats and shoes,
or sew or iron on personalised labels.

o Go through your child’s bag with them 
each night, check for notes & check that 
labels haven’t faded with washing.

o If something doesn’t come home, ask at 
the office where the school’s lost property 
area is.



A SMOOTH START – SCHOOL TIMES

o Children and are always supervised by qualified teachers, 
whether they are in the classroom or on the playground.

o School starts at 9.00 am (8.55am bell) for all students and ends 
at 2.55 pm.

o Teachers are on duty/supervising from 8.30am. Students should 
not arrive before this time. There is no supervision after 2.55pm, 
therefore the equipment/play areas cannot be used.

o In 2021, we will be again be ringing the morning bell at 
8.55am. 



A SMOOTH START – SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES

Children have their “Home Class Teacher” for all activities except:

o If the teacher is absent/released for professional learning courses;

o When their teacher has Duties Other Than Teaching (DoT). During this 
time your child will attend the following weekly activities:

Media and Text Studies – with a librarian (to learn and borrow), Mrs 
Feneck or Mrs Pearce.

Japanese and Asian Cultural Studies – With Sensai Fowler (Mrs Amanda 
Fowler). 

 In 2021, Kindy students will also have PE with specialist teacher Mr Mark 
Moses, and music with specialist teacher Ms Arati George. 



A SMOOTH START

o Your child is not expected to be able to read or write before starting school.

o It would be helpful if he/she could recognise their name.

o If you spend some time with your child reading and doing other fun activities, 

they will be off to a great start.

o The main thing is that your child feels confident about starting school.

o Please do not teach them to write their name all in capital letters. If teaching 

them to write their name, please only capitalise the first letter.



NUMERACY



MATHEMATICS

o Some tips for helping you child with numeracy:

 Use objects - fingers or blocks – so you child 

can see and count one at a time.

 Play games – such as dominoes, snakes and ladders, card games or 

board games involving dice.  This will help your child to recognise 

patterns and to count.

 Shapes – Look at the shape of objects in the home or garden, see what 

shapes your child can recognise, eg: the roof is a triangle.



BY THE END OF 
KINDERGARTEN,
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED 
TO BE ABLE TO:

Count numbers to 30

Read numbers to 20

Write numbers to 20

Add numbers to 10

Subtract numbers to 10

Share objects

Use everyday language to describe position

Use the language of measurement

Identify and describe simple 2D and 3D shapes



Share objects

Use everyday language to describe position

Use the language of measurement

Identify and describe simple 2D and 3D shapes



LITERACY



READING

o Some tips for helping you child with Literacy

 Read aloud – to your child every day.  Try use different voices, lots of 

emotion, use sound effects and funny faces.  Change the tone in your 

voice, vary the loudness or softness.

 Talk with your child – about the meaning of a book you have just read 

or ask them about different ways to solve a problem.

 Practice – reading and writing at home, eg making grocery lists, writing 

the alphabet, playing word games such as Boggle.



LITERACY INCLUDES:

Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening.

The components of a literacy session should include:

 Daily modelled and independent writing.

 Daily modelled / shared and guided reading.

 Daily talking and listening activities.

 Daily reading to students.



WRITING

 Sentences

 Modelled Writing

 Handwriting



FOUNDATION STYLE



INDEPENDENT WRITING

Beginning of Kindergarten

End of Kindergarten



INDEPENDENT WRITING



INITIAL SOUNDS



QUALITY 
LITERATURE &
BOOKS

Model good reading

Build vocabulary

Display the richness of 
language

Tell stories

Teach Themes and build field 
knowledge

Inspire writing



SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Rhymes

Songs

News

Reporting on Activities

Drama

Group Work

Sharing Time



LIFE AT SCHOOL
o Kindergarten classrooms are happy, exciting and bright places. 

o They will sing and learn about science, numbers, letters, shapes and 
patterns.

o They will work on computers and do many other activities.



HEALTHY DAYS (AND NIGHTS)

o Your child needs healthy food for energy and concentration 
at school. A healthy breakfast will sustain them through the 
morning and then they need a range of healthy foods for 
recess and lunch to get them through the school day. 

o Bed time should be around 7.30pm at the latest.

o Our break times are:

Crunch and Sip – Usually around 10am (or between 9-11am)

Lunch – 11am to 11.30am

Recess – 1.15pm to 1.55pm

o Write their name on their lunch box, water bottle and any other containers.

o Pack food that is easy to open, easy to eat and not messy.

o Work on opening packaging and containers.

oWe only have recycling bins (rubbish comes home).



ARE WE A NUT FREE SCHOOL?

NO
o Many children suffer from allergies to a variety of foods, 
ticks and other materials, and may experience minor or life 
threatening reactions. We cannot guarantee the elimination of 
these items (ie: if a child eats peanut butter before school). 
We do educate classes though, and ask parents to bring in 
tissues and hand soap at the start of each year.

o Our ‘Sandy Beach Café’ / Canteen does not sell nuts.

o Our canteen is open daily. Lunch orders are collected before 
9am. Special food order days occur twice a term.



This year

Attend school orientation or transition to school 
program.

 If you child has an allergy, medical condition, takes 
medication or has any special needs, inform the school 
as early as possible.

 Fill in a travel pass online application if this applies to 
you.

 Organise out of school hours care.

 Practise walking or travelling to school.

 Continue reading to your child.

Things you might to buy

 School uniform (summer, sports, hat, school bag).

 White socks and running shoes

(try velcro straps if your child can’t tie laces).

 Lunch box, water bottle and raincoat.

Ready for school checklist



Thank you for reading

Merimbula Public School’s

Information Kit Resources 

for Kindergarten 2021

We look forward to welcoming

you to our Kindergarten Family 

& school community in 2021


